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Question 1. (20 marks) Answer TWO (2) of the following 


Describe management practices that can limit the development of weaner ill-thrift in sheep and 
prevent losses due to other causes. 


Discuss blowfly strike and its control in sheep. 


Describe the main roundworm infections of horses covering key aspects of their lifecycles, the 
consequences of infection and control. 


Describe the anatomy of the hoof of the horse, and summarise the major conditions that cause 
lameness due to hoof problems. 


A grower of meat chickens reports losses of 5% in the first week due to yolk sac 
infection/omphalitis. Review the approaches that may be taken to treat the problem and to 
control it in the future. 


Review the causes of, and preventive measures against, ascites in broiler chickens. 


Question 2. (20 marks) Answer TWO (2) of the following 


a) 


Name two important diseases of cattle where worse problems are observed in situations where 
the disease organisms and/or vector are relatively uncommon, rather than constantly present. 
Why is this so? 


Discuss the factors contributing to dystocia (calving difficulty) in cattle and the potential 
problems that can be associated with or follow an incidence of dystocia. 


Discuss the reasons why repeat vaccinations for puppies are administered during the first 12 
weeks of life. Provide examples of vaccines involved. 


Describe the main external parasites that affect dogs and ways of controlling them. 
Summarise the main disease challenges faced by pigs as they move through their lifecycle in 
commercial production systems. What factors result in these risks? 


Describe good biosecurity practices at piggeries to limit the entry and spread of disease. 


Question 3. (20 marks) Answer TWO (2) of the following 


Discuss the causes and control of bovine respiratory disease in cattle feedlots. 
Discuss the causes and control of ruminal acidosis in cattle feedlots 


Summarise the factors affecting the level of maternal antibody transferred to dairy calves in 
colostrum, and the consequences of inadequate maternal antibody levels. 


Discuss the predisposing factors, treatment and control of bloat in dairy cows. 


Discuss the processes and challenges associated with investigations into disease outbreaks in 
wildlife. 


Botulism is an important disease of farmed and wild animals and birds, as well as being a 
significant public health risk to humans. Describe the basic biology of the organism and disease 
and an example of a disease typical scenario in wildlife. 
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Question 4. (20 marks) Answer TWO (2) of the following 


Contrast the broad animal health objectives of production systems for fertile eggs (breeder 
hens) and non-fertile eggs for consumption (commercial egg production)? What is each trying 
to achieve and what are the main methods used to achieve these goals? 


Discuss the major causes of lameness in sheep and how to differentiate and manage them. 
Discuss the problem of toxoplasmosis in captive macropods and its control. 


Describe the different situations that can trigger ketosis in dairy cows, the basic biochemical 
problem in these animals and the treatment and control of ketosis. 


Discuss the problem of “tying up” (rhabdomyolysis) in horses, its treatment and control. 


Draw and summarise the lifecycle of typical gastrointestinal nematode, liver fluke and tapeworm 
parasites affecting cattle. 


Question 5. (20 marks) Answer TWO (2) of the following 


Describe the types of tick affecting Australian cattle, their effects on the host and methods of 
control. 


Discuss the epidemiology and control of liver fluke infection in sheep. 


What are the major infectious reproductive disorders in sows and gilts, what problems do they 
cause and how are they best controlled. 


Describe the preventive practices that can be implemented before cattle are placed in a feedlot 
to limit the occurrence of infectious and non-infectious disease in the feedlot. 


Psittacosis is a disease risk to people in close contact with parrots. What causes it, what factors 
influence the occurrence of the disease, and how can the risk be minimised? 


What are some of the main animal health challenges of the neonatal foal and management 
procedures to minimise them. 


Question 6. (20 marks) Answer TWO (2) of the following 


f) 


What are some major infectious causes of reproductive failure in Australian beef cattle, their 
effects and the main control methods. 


Summarise the causes, detection and control of mastitis in dairy cows. 


What are the main gastrointestinal parasites affecting puppies, how are they diagnosed, and 
best controlled? 


You are asked to investigate an outbreak of diarrhoea in a dog-breeding establishment, 
particularly in puppies. What are the likely causes (differential diagnosis), how would 
you investigate the outbreak and what are the likely solutions? 


You are asked to investigate a situation where targets for porker pig growth are not being 
met and batches are being downgraded for unevenness. There is some coughing amongst the 
pigs. What are the likely causes (differential diagnosis), how would you investigate the 
outbreak and what are the likely solutions? 


Discuss the key methods and practices involved in “best practice” management of neonatal 
chicks to optimise disease and welfare status. 
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